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[A] On the second Sabbath [they read], “Remember” (Deut.. 25:17-19). 
[B] On the third [they read] the pericope of the Red Cow [Num. 19:1ff.]. 
[C] On the fourth they read, “This month shall be unto you” (Ex. 12:1 


-20). 


[D] On the fifth they go back to the set order. 
[E] At all times they suspend [interrupt the set order of the reading of the 


[1:1 A] 


[B] 


[C] 


[1:2 A] 


[B] 
[C] 


Torah]: for new moons, Hanukkah, Purim, fasts, set delegations 
[ma’amads], and for the Day of Atonement. 


R. Ba in the name of R. Hiyya bar Ashi: “One may not interrupt 
between Purim and the pericope of the red cow [but that passage is 
read immediately after Purim].” 


R. Levi in the name of R. Hiyya bar Haninah: “One may not interrupt 
between the pericope of the red cow and the one on the month 
[announcing Passover in Nisan, M. 3:5C].” 


Said R. Levi, “The mnemonic serving these passages is along the lines 
of the one serving the four cups of Passover: ‘If one wanted to drink 
between the cups he may do so. But between the third and fourth cups 
[drunk at the Passover meal] one may not do so.’ [Along these same 
lines, between the passage on the red cow and the one on the month of 
Nisan, one may not allow an interruption, but one reads the two 
passages on two successive Sabbaths.]” 


[D] R. Levi in the name of R. Hama bar Haninah: “It would have been 
logical for the passage on the month [of Nisan] to precede that on 
the red cow. For on the first day of Nisan the tabernacle was raised 
up, and on the second the red cow was burned [to provide 
purification water]. 


[E] “Now why is the passage on the red cow read first? Because it 
secures the purification of all Israel.” 


Jeremiah, the scribe, asked R. Jeremiah, “A new moon that coincided 
with the Sabbath — what passage do they read?” 


He said to him, “They read the passage serving the new moon.” 


Said R. Helbo before R. Immi, “The Mishnah has made the same 
point: At all times they suspend the set order of the reading of the 
Torah: for new moons, Hanukkah, Purim, fasts [M. 3:5E].” 


